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Boddington resid

ents want to keep the small-town country feel.
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LAURA PHILLIPS

Australia’s biggest gold mine is
within months of opening and the
small rural community of
Boddington is trying to come to
terms with an impending
population boom.

In 2006, when it was announced
that the defunct Boddington mine
would be reopened, the town’s
population was in decline. There
are now 1500 people in the town
and this is expected to double in
the next four years.

Shire of Boddington chief
executive Gary Sherry said that in
the long term, the mine would
have a permanent workforce of 650
and about half those people would
live in the town.

“The mine has a very strong
‘employ local’ policy which will
ensure that,” he said. “Then there
will also be a spin-off in the
associated industries.”

Production at the $2.4 billion
Boddington Gold Mine is
scheduled to begin late this year or
early next. Built on the footprint
of the original Boddington Gold
Mine, the operation is expected to
deliver 850,000 ounces of gold and
30,000 tonnes of copper a year via
open-~cut mining from two pits.

The owners estimated that
during construction, the mine
would contribute $39 million a
year to the Peel economy and $410
million a year to the WA economy
and predicted that during
oneration. it would nroduce an

Mining equipment is taken through the town.

estimated $550 million a year for
the Peel economy and $770 million
a year for WA.

“The great thing is it’s all long-
term jobs,” Mr Sherry said. “The
gold mine has an estimated reserve
of 17-plus years and they expect
that to increase as they go through
their exploration projects.”

He said with Worsley Alumina
also expanding, pressure on
housing and infrastructure would
only increase. Two residential
subdivisions had just been
completed and another two had
planning approval.

“We’re about to consider a
development that will have about
an additional 1000 residential lots
next to town,” he said.

Six industrial lots worth $1.2
million are also being developed to
meet demand from small
businesses. Almost as soon as the
gold mine had been announced,
the nrice of real estate in

Boddington went through the roof,
Mr Sherry said.

“The minimum house price in
Boddington at the moment is
about $300,000, and that is for a
very basic house. It’s not
uncommon for a four-by-two
brick and tile house to be about
$500,000-plus,” he said.

Rents began at $300 or $400 a
week and for a big, modern house,
Mr Sherry said owners could “just
about write their own ticket”.

He said there were several
community projects in the
pipeline, including a new medical
centre, day-care centre and
administration centre.

“We have a number of rural
residential subdivisions secured, to
give people lifestyle choices. We
don’t want to give up all of our
small-town country feel as we
grow. We're still in lots of ways a
small rural shire with a forest
environment
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